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JOB PERFORMANCE REPORT

State of: [daho Name: Salmon and Stee| head
Investigaticns
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Title: Estimates of the 1985
Job No. ] Harvest of Salmon and
Steeilhead (Survey)

Period Covered: March 1, 1985 - February 28, 1986

ABSTRACT

A harvestable surplus of hatchery spring chinook salmon returned to Idaho in
1985, allowing for a limited reopening of the sport fishing season which had been
closed since 1979. Anglers fished an estimated 7,193 days and harvested 2,328
spring chinook salmon. An estimated total of 728 chinook were caught and
released.

The total number of steelhead landed by anglers in 1985 reached an
estimated 70,417 fish. Anglers kept 34,364 steelhead and released 36,053. The
estimated number of days fished by steelhead anglers was 238,296.

Authors:

Judy Hall-Griswold
Fish and Wildlife Technician

Tim Cochnauer
Principal Fishery Research Biologist
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OBJECTIVE

To obtain annual estimates of salmon and steelhead harvest by major
drainages.

TECHNIQUES USED

Salmon Catch Survey

Because of the low number of salmon permit holders, an attempt was made to
contact all permittees by telephone to obtain salmon catch imformation. An
example of the questions asked during the telephone interview is displayed in
Figure 1.

The telephone interviewers are trained to solicit complete replies and read
from a standard script so that all questions are asked of all interviewees in the
same manner. Each telephone response was entered on a data sheet and
processed by computer to produce estimates of total fishing effort and harvest.

Steelhead Catch Survey

In 1985, steelhead harvest and angler fishing effort were estimated from the
telephone survey as reported by Pollard (1985). However, due to the large number
of steelhead permit holders, a random sample of 2,000 names was selected by
computer from files of steelhead permit buyers for each of the spring and fall
fisheries. Each survey consisted of a preliminary letter explaining the purpose
of the study and questions to be asked (Fig. 2). The letter was followed within
two weeks by a phone call. The telephone interviewers are trained to solicit
complete replies and read from a standard script so that all questions are asked
of all interviewees in the same manner.

Each telephone response was entered on a data sheet that has blanks
corresponding to those on the preliminary letter. The data was processed by
computer to produce estimates of total fishing effort and harvest.

FINDINGS

Salmon

The sport fishing season on chinook salmon was from May 25 to June 30,
1985. The salmon limit (including jacks) was set at 2 fish/day, 4 in possession
and 6/season (Fig. 3).

R9FS007JP



1985 Telephone Survey Spring Chinook Sport Fishery

INTRODUCTION

We are seeking information regarding chinook salmon fishing in Idaho
during the 1985 spring chinook season (May 25 to June 30, 1985).
Future management of salmon in Idaho will be aided by complete,
accurate and timely information. Your assistance in answering the
following questions is requested.

QUESTIONS

1. Did you fish for chinook salmon in Idaho during the 1985 spring
chinook sport fishing season? Yes No

2. How many days did you fish in the Little Salmon?

3. Did you catch one or more salmon (including fish released)?
Yes No

4. If you caught and released saimon, how many jacks and adults did
you release? # Jacks # Adults Chinook

5. If you caught and kent chinook, now many did you harvest by date?
Date Adults Jacks

[o) SR REL R CL N o b N

6. Were you contacted at a Fish and Game check station or by a
conservation officer or a creel census clerk while fishing for
chinook in 1985? Which?

No Yes Which:

Figure 1. Questions asked during telephone interviews with
salmon permit buyers in harvest survey sample, 1985.



S L -7
g\;;/"é '_J"'i;‘._;".’,’;“? &0 South Walnut e Box 25
Y At Boise, Idaho 83707

June, 1985
Dear Steelhead Angler:

We are seeking information regarding steelhead fishing in Idaho during the
1985 spring steelhead season (January through April, 1985). Future
management of steelhead in Idaho will be aided by complete, accurate and
timely information. Your assistance in answering the following questions is
requested.

Please take a few minutes to fill in the answers to the questions below and
place this letter near your telephone. PLEASE DO NOT RETURN THIS
LETTER BY MAIL (unless you have no telephone.) Within ten days you
will receive a telephone call asking the following questions:

1. Did you flsh for steelhead In Idaho during the 1985 Spring Season?

Yes No

2., How many days did you fish In each river section? (See river
section [ist on back of this sheet,)

Days Flished | River Section

3. Did you catch one or more steelhead (including fish released)?

Yes No

———— T e

Figure 2. Preliminary letter sent to steelhead permit
buyers in harvest survey sample, 1985.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
4



4. |f you caught and released steelhead, how many did you release, by

river section?
Number Released
Hatchery WIlld

River Sectlion

$. |f you caught and kept steelhead, how many did you harvest by date
and river section? (Check dates recorded on your steelhead

permit.)

Date

Rlver Sectlion

1.

2.

3-

4.

5'

Snake Rlver, below 5aImon RIVOF..sseescverenesnassll
Snake River, above Saimon RIVEr....cesscaevsanses 02
Clearwater River, below Orofino Bridge..seeesse...03
Clearwater River, above OrofIno Bridge.eeseeeso...04
North Fork Clearwater RIVEr.i.esesscrareesensensso05
Middie Fork Clearwater RIVAr..cveecesieseeraseeseslb
South Fork Clearwater RIVEr....eessesssosseessens 07
SelWaY RIVEr,iuiveescrsaracsosenunsnossonsnsoasaaslB
Lochsa RIVAr. . ieeesveesovasoncnnracrrensnsarnnass09
Salmon River, beiow Whiteblrd Creek....eeeceeseeealD
Saimon River, Whiteblrd Creek to Litt!e Saimon....1t
5almon River, Little Saimon to Vinegar Creek......12
Salmon Rlver, Vinegar Creek 10 S0UTh FOrk...seoes.o13

Figure 2. Continued.

Sincerely,

Jerry M, Coniey, Director

Salmon River, South Fork to Middie FOrkiieesvesessld
Salmon River, Middle Fork 1o North FOrkse.eeseesass15
Saimon Rlver, North Fork 10 Lemh! RIVEr,..veesssealb
Salmon Rlver, Lemhi Rlver to Pahsimerol River.....17
Salmon River, Pahsimercl River to East Fork.......18
Salmon RIiver, above the East FOrK.sessasieoneasesalB
Little Salmon RIVEM.iiciveereeavsesnassasvonsnnsseeall
North Fork Salmon RIVEer..cseceesesesssncencasenans 23
Lemhl RiIver..ivousunernsscesansarnaasnssasesnnnsseald
Pahsimerol RIVer...ueseuesvesenassnsacscassnnnssaneld
East Fork Salmon RIVErM...viesncecssscsnsssannessneld
Snake RIver, OXDOW.cssecesesesssssncscncansnsanassl]
BolSe RIVEr..uicasessavsaccssnesssnssasssencnnsnss 2B



IT IS UNLAWFUL

The following acta ace unlawful By scatuce.
They are listed here for your informatiow.
Plewne coasulz Title 36, [dano Code, for exact
wording sod complete listing.

"IT I3 UNLANFUL:

Ta rcfuae to produce license or fish for
inspection upom rcequest <f a  conservation
officer.

To fail to step and veport st checking
stacions that have been established to inspest
licenses aad (ish and gama.

To ftish for zrout with the aid of arcifi=-
¢isl light.

To put any subatsoce oot attached co @
nook into the water for che purposa of
agcracting f(ish (shummiag).

To polsess, Transporl or uee as bair any
live fish, EICEPT as provided by Coomission
regulation.

To catch amy parct of another persen's bag
limit., EXICEPT in the cave of licecse=exampt
persons [ishing for salmon and sceelhead.

To transpert for another or sccept as &
glft any game fish unlase 4 scacemenc signed
by taker wsccompavies the fish, showing Che
cumber snd kinds, the dace taken, the taker's
name, sddeedn and {ishing license suaber,

To claim ownership to core wild game or
fish ctaken withio the State of Idaho tham
shlowed by cazablished possession limits.

To oship say fish by commercial carrier
unless che outside aof the package is marked as
te che tumber and xands of fish sno the peck=
age contsins a writlen statement showing the
teker's opame, gddress and [ishing license
wumber.

To wuse 3seines, dip Dnets, spears, snag
hooks, or any other contrivaoces in taking any
fish from the wacers of cthe Scage ZXCEFT as
allowed by Commisdion regulation.

Figure 3.

Te deposit chemicals, poisons or explow

tives in atcemptiog to cavch or destroy fidh.
To wasce game fish.

To sell fish without s permic.

To destroy or disturb traps, or remove

vwildlife frem traps.

Constult the Genersl Fishing Reguilations

for ocher regulscions relsting to sll {ishing.

IS YOUR SALMON
ADIPOSE-CLIPPED?

ifitis. ..
SAVE THE HEAD!

MISSING
ADIFOSE FIN

«

HERE'S WHY: 1, missing adipose fin signals
the presence of & small coded-wire tag
implanted in the nose of the fish. Each
tag provides valuable information. (f
your fish i3 missing its adtpose fin, remove
the fish's head and return it to 2 Iocat
conservation offtcer or Fish and Game office
{or freeze it until you cam turn it in).

regulations.

1985
IDAHO

CHINOOK SALMON

SEASONS

& REGULATIONS

Resident Fishing License....uvesaes §10.50
Nonresident Fishiog License........ 310.50
Salwon Permit (Lic. Required)...... § 2.50

@f\‘ﬁ,”o
4 JERRY M, CONLEY, DIRECTOR
- - 600 $. Walnut 5t. Phooe 134=3700
k) o F. &, Box 2% Boise, ldshe 83707
ra vt

Idaho 1985 chinook salmon seasons and



GENERAL INFORMATION

LICENSES, PERMITS - GENERAL

Aayone, except those expressly exempt, wust
have & valid fishiog license sad salmon perwic
to tish for salmom.

Caildren (including nonremident childrens)
under the age of l& are exempt frow purchas=
ing salmon permits, They zay fish without
pevwats if they are accompanied bdy a1 valid
permit holder, provided that any fish caught
oust be recorded on cthe permit hoider’'s cacd
avd counted in the permit holder's legal bag
snd possession limic.

Any resident child under 14 may purchase &
permit so that he may cateh his or her own
limit of wsalmon, Any person vho does not
qualify as a rasident amwst have s nonresidenc
season fishing license Ddefore purchasing a
o8 looa peemik.

o order to qualify fer resident tatus, &
perdon must be domiciled in the Scate For at
ieast aix moachs,

- 1885 IDAHO SALMON
FISHING REGULATIONS

13.03.018,1 ~ 1985 SALMON FISEING RFGOLATIONS

- AUTHORIZATION -

In sccordance with Sections 38-104(b), I6=-4l0,
36-901, Idaho Code, it is ordered that the
following regulatismm for the taking of
chinook saleon in the State of Idaho are here-
by declared to be effective May 15, (985, and
uaril furcher sotice.

CHEIROOK SALMOM - Ansdrowmous (ocean tum) saimon
of the species Oncorhynchud tashswyescha token
from cthe 3nake River drainage below Hells
Canyon Dam, the Salmon River drainage and the
Clescwacer Aiver drainsge, excluding lakes and
the Horth Fork of tha Clearwvster River above
Dworshak Dam.

Figure 3.

JACE SALMOE = Chisook saimon under 20 inches
in total length are commonly called jack
salmon,

SALMOR FISBING PERMITS - Anglers ([lshing for
or taking chincok ealmon =usc have g sslmon
permit in poseession. However, vhen & salmoas
is relessed unharmed, as im catch-snd-release
fishiog, tbe angler is oot required Lo meke an
+atTy on the serait.

SALMON PERMIT VALIDATION - When s chinook
ssimon has been hooked, laoded apd reduced to
posassaion, cthe angler must iamediately:

1. Completaly remove one nuabered dolch
from the permit; and

b, TLook up the nuaber code [rom the loca=
tion code list and vrite it ia the epace pro=-
vided; and

¢. Enter the wonth and day the fish vas
caughe.

For exsmple, a chinaok caught frow the Little
Selmon River om May 19 would be entered as:

FISH Month/Day Logation
Lo 5/29 20
REMOVE NOTCH

SMAGGING = Ir is unlawful to kill or retain in
poasession any islmen which has been hooked
stber than io the head, and any salmon hooked
other than io the head must. bde imaediately
teleaned. Ssimon caught in « legal manner
oust be either, relessed or killed imsediacely
sfter laoding.

SPECIAL REGULATIONS = It shall be unlawful to
fish in any waters while having fish ia
poscession which violste regulatiovs for those
varers.

FISAING PRORIBITED AFTER ATTAINMENT OF
LIMITS - It is uanlawful to continue to fish
for salwen after & person has caught and
reduced to possession the daily beg, posses~
sion or ewevon limic.

POSSESSION AND OWNERSHIP = ALl fish that are
hooked, landed, and not immcdistely relessed
shalt be counced im che limics of the person
hooking the fish. -

Continued.

SEASONS & LIMITS

The following waters are apen to fisning
for chinook saimen during the periods Tisted.
Waters not specificaliy designated below
shall remain CLOSED to fishing for chinook
salmon.

LITTLE SALMOM RIVER - From a posted line
3t its mouth upstream to a2 pasted line
located 100 yards upstream from the mauth
of Rapid River - QPEN to fishing for chinook
saimon from 4:00 a.m., Saturday, May' 25
198% until further notice,

SHAXE RIYER - From Wild Sheep Rapids upstream
to Hells Canyon Dam (aporoximately 6 miles)
- QPEN to fishing far chinook salmon from
Saturday, May 25, 1985 until fyrther notice.

FISHING HOURS - Fishing for salmon om the
Little Salmon River is permited omly during
the hours of 4:00 a.m. through %:3) p.m,
during the ogen chinock saimon season,

SALMON LIMIT - 2 per day, & in possession,
and 6 oper season. Jack saimon must e
counted in the dally, possession and season
fimit and recorded on the salmon permit.

NQTICE

Only 15,000 saimon pernits have beem printed,
They will be available on & first-come,
firsteserved basis only. They witi be
sold at  Ticenss vengors in Riggins,
Grangeville, McCall, HNew Meadows, heiser,
Midvale and <Lambridge, and at Fish and
Game DopartmeAt Offices inm Lewiston, Boise
and Garden City.



A total of 15,000 salmon permits were made available on a first-come,
first-served basis at local vendors. Out of the 2,620 permits sold, 1,696 (64.7%)
permit holders were contacted in the telephone survey. A total of 2,055 anglers
participated in the chinook fishery in 1985 and fished 7,193 days (Table 1).
They harvested a total of 2,328 chinook salmon (88.1%) adult salmon and 10.9%
jack salmon) (Table 2). The 1985 chinook salmon harvest estimate was the
second lowest on record (Table 3).

Steelhead

Steelhead fishing seasons in 1985 were open on most waters from January
1 through April 30 and September 1 through December 31. Daily bag limits
allowed from one to four fish/day, up to 10 fish in possession, and 10 to 20
fish/season (Figs. 4 and 5).

In 1985 anglers were either required (in some waters) or encouraged to
release wild steelhead as determined by dorsal fin height.

A total of 34,615 steelhead permits were sold in 1985. Total estimated
harvest of steelhead for the spring and fall seasons combined was 34,364, the
highest on record (Tables 3 and 4). The 1985 harvest was made up of fish from
the 1984-85 fish run in the spring fishing season, and of fish from the 1985-86
fish run in the fall. The fall fishery was by far the most important in terms of
harvest, except on the Clearwater River drainage where harvest was greater in
the spring (Table 5)., The 1984-85 run provided the largest harvest of recent
years (Table 6).

Among the major drainages, the Salmon River received the most fishing
pressure during the year (Table 7). However, the greatest total harvest of
steelhead in 1985 occurred in the Clearwater River drainage (Table 5).

In 1985 regulations for steelhead fishing encouraged or required the
release of wild steelhead. Upper portions of the Salmon River required the
release of steelhead having dorsal fins measuring 57 mm or greater in height.
Lower portions of the Salmon River (below Deer Creek Bridge) and the entire
Snake River required the release of steelhead having dorsal fins measuring 51
mm or greater in height. In addition, all steelhead caught, hatchery or wild,
prior to October 13 on the Clearwater River, had to be released. Due to the
dorsal fin regulation, the catch-and-release regulations on the Clearwater
River, and voluntary catch-and-release fishing elsewhere, over 36,000 steelhead
were released (Table 8) as compared to 34,364 harvested.

ROFS007JP



Table 1. Fishing effort in Idaho chinook salmon sport fishing season, 1985 (
95% confidence limits in parentheses).

Little Salmon River Snake River Total

Resldent anglers

Number 1,837 43 1,880

Days fished 6,627 107 6,734
Non-resident anglers

Number 152 3 155

Days flished 409 - 5 414
Unclassified anglers

Number 20 0 20

Days flished 45 0 45
All anglers

Number 2,009 46 2,055

Days fished 7,081 112 7,193 (285)

9
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Table 2. Estimated sport catch of chinook salmon in Idaho, 1985 (95%
confidence limits in parentheses).

Little Saimon River Snake River Total
Resident anglers
Harvest 2,161 15 2176
Release 641 5 646
Subteotai 2,802 20 2,822
Non-resident anglers
Harvest 141 0 141
Release 82 0] 82
Subtotal 223 0 223
Uncliassified anglers
Harvest 1" 0] 11
Release 0 0
Subtotal 71 ) T
All anglers
Harvest 2,313.(125) 15 2,328.(125)
Release 723.(334) 5 728.(334)
Total 3,036 20 3,056
10
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Table 3. Idaho salmon and steelhead harvest estimates, 1954-19852.

Chinook saimon Steelhead trout

harvest harvest
Year estimate estimate
1954 15,000 12,000
1955 19,000 13,000
1956 21,000 8,000
1957 39,000 20,000
1958 24,000 30,000
1959 20,000 31,000
1960 21,000 30,000
1961 13,000 25,000
1962 12,000 19,000
1963 12,000 26,000
1964 8,000 18,000
1965 Season Closed 20,000
1966 8,500 20,000
1967 6,500 22,500
1968 10,000 23,000
1969 11,500 15,500
1970 5,500 20,500
1971 3,500 17,500
1972 6,500 13,500
1973 _ 9,500 10,500
1974 1,500 3,000
1975 Season Closed Season Closed
1976 Season Closed 2,000
1977 3,500 13,000
1978 7,000 11,500
1979 Season Closed 5,500
1980 Season Closed 9,000
1981 Season Closed 13,000
1982 Season Closed 20,500
1983 Season Closed 32,000
1984 Season Closed 25,000
1985 2,500 34,500

3All flgures are reported for the calendar year and rounded to
the nearest 500.

11
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“° IDAHO 1985 SPRING

Steelhead Seasons and Regulations
TP%G?? — SEASONS AND LIMITS —

The following waters are open to fishing for steelhead during the periods listed. Watars not specificaily designated

below shall remain CLOSED to fishing for steeihead.

SALMON RIVER — From its mouth upstream to Mackay Bar pack bridge - January 1 through March 15.
STEELHEAD UMIT is 1 per day. 2 in possession, and 3 per season.

— From Mackay Bar pack bridgs to 400 yards downstream from the mouth of the Pahsimeroi River - January 1
through March 337. STEELHEAD LIMIT - 1 per day. 2 in possession, and 3 per ssason.

— From 100 yards upstream from the mouth of the Pahsimeroi River upstream to Basin Creek - January 1
through April 15. Catch-and-Reieass only.

SPECIAL LIMIT AND GEAR REGULATIONS - From tha mouth of tha Salmon River upstream to Deer Creek
Bridge near Whitebird, only steelhead with dorsal fins measuring 2 inches or less in haight may ba reduced to
possession. From Deer Creek Bridge upstream only steelhead with dorsal fins measuring 2'4 inches or iess in
height may be reduced to possession. Steeihead with dorsal fins measuring in excess of these limits must
always be immediately released unharmed. It shail be uniawfui to fish for steeihead in the Saimon River with a
barbed hook. Bending the barb down to the shank of a singie, doubie, or treble hook is sufficient to meet this
gear restriction.

It shall be uniawful to possess any steeihead with a freshly cut or mutilated dorsal fin in this area.

Steelhead ara the only game fish which may be retained in possession between Horse Creek and North Fork
on tha Saimon River during the steethead season.

SNAKE RIVER - From Washington state line at the confluence of the Snake and Clearwater rivers upstream 1o
Redbird Craek (approximately 16 miles upstream from Laewiston) - January 1 through April 30. STEELHEAD LIMIT -
4 par day. 10 in possession, and 20 per season.

— From Redbird Creek upstream to Wiid Sheep Rapids (approximately § miles downstraam from Hells Canyon Dam)
January 1 through March 31. STEELHEAD LIMIT - 2 per day, 4 in possession, and 10 per season.

SPECIAL LIMIT AND GEAR RESTRICTIONS - Only steelhaad with dorsal fins measuring 2 inches or less
in height may be reduced to possassion from the Snake River between Redbird Creek (16 miles upstream from
Lewiston on the Idaho shore) and Wild Sheep Rapids {8 miies downstream from Heils Canyon Damj. it shail be
uniawful to fish for steeihead with a barbed hook in waters whera the 2 inch dorsal height restriction applies.
8ending the barb down to the shank of a single, double, or trebie hook is sufficiant to meet this gear restriction.

It shall ba uniawful 10 possess any staeihead with a freshiy cut or multilated dorsal fin,

it shall be unlawful to fish for steeihead from a boat for 150 yards immediately downstream from Hells
Canyon Dam.

— From Wiid Sheep Rapids upstream to Hells Canyon Dam - January 1 through April 30. STEELHEAD LIMIT - 2 per
day, 4 in possassion, and 10 par season.

CLEARWATER RAIVER - From the posted boundary at the confluenca with the Snake River upstream to the
Clearwater River Bridge at Orofino - January 1 through April 30, EXCEPT that fishing from the shoraline along the
perimaeter of Dworshak National Fish Hatchery is CLOSED FOR ALL SPECIES. STEELHEAD LIMIT - 4 perday, 10
in possession. and 20 per season.

— From the Clearwater River Bridge at Orofino upstream to a posted line at the mouth of the South Fork Clearwater
River - January 1 through April 15. Fishing from a raft or boat with motor attached is prohibited. STEELHEAD
LIMIT - 1 per day, T in possassion, and 3 per season.

CLEARWATER RIVER, NORTH FORK - From the mouth upstream to 100 yards below Dwarshak Dam. January 1
through April 30 EXCEPT that fishing from the shoreline aiong the perimeter of Dworshak National Fish Hatchery is
CLOSED FOR Ail SPECIES and fishing from a boat is prohibited between the mouth and Ahsahka Highway Bridge.
STEELHEAD LIMIT - 4 per day. 10 in possession, and 20 per season.

CLEARWATER RIVER, SOUTH FORK - From the mouth upstream to Mt. |daho Bridge - January 1 through April
15. STEELHEAD LIMIT - 2 per day. 4 in possession, and 10 per ssason.

L)

NOTE: Daily bag and possassion limits for the Snake. Salmon, and Clearwater rivers shall not be construed as
cumulative limits. An angler may taka a total of 20 steelhead during the spring 1985 season, provided that the
bag, possassion, or season limits on any individual river section are not exceeded.

Figure 4. Idaho 1985 spring steelhead seasons and regulations. 12
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IDAHO 1985 FALL

] |, Steelhead Seasons and Regulations
fﬁ:;,&c,;f-‘ — SEASONS AND LIMITS —

The following watars are open to harvest of steelhead during the pericds listed. Waters not specifically designated
below shaill remain CLOSED to harvest of steeihead. '

SALMON RIVER — From its mouth upstream to Basin Creek (approximately 8 miles downstream from Staniey)
-September 1 through December 31. STEELHEAD LIMIT is 2 per day, 4 in possession, and 10 per season.

SPECIAL LIMIT AND GEAR RESTRICTIONS - From the mouth of the Saimaon River upstream to Deer Creek
Bridga near Whitabird, oniy steeihaad with dorsal fins measuring 2 inches or less in heignt, or steeihead which
have been markad by clipping the adiposa fin, as evidenced by a healed scar may be reduced to possession. From
Deer Creek 8ridge upstream to Basin Cresk, only steslhead with dorsal fins measuring 2% inches or less in
height, or steeihead which have been marked by clipping the adipose fin, as evidenced by a healed scar may be
reduced to possassion. Steaihead that have not had the adipose fin clipped and with dorsai fins measuring in
axcess of thesa limits must always be immediately released unharmed. It shall be uniawful to fish for steelhead
in the Saimon River with a barbed hook. Bending the barb down to the shank of a singie. double, or treble hook is
sufficiant to meat this gear restriction. It shall be uniawiful to possess any steeihead with a freshily cut or
mutilated daorsal fin or adiposae fin in thig area.

SNAKE RIVER - From Washington state ling at the confluence of the Snake and Clearwater rivers upstream to
Hells Canyon Dam Septembaer 1 through December 31. STEELHEAD LIMIT: 2 per day, 4 in possession, and 10
per season.

SPECIAL LIMIT AND GEAR RESTRICTIONS - Only steelhead with dorsai fins measuring 2 inches or less
in height, or steeihead which have been marked by clipping the adipose fin, as evidenced by a healed scar may
be reduced to possession from the Snake River from the Idaho-Washington state line upstream to Heils Canyon
Dam. Steeihead that have not had the adipose fin clipped and with dorsal fins measuring in excess of 2 inches in
height must be immaediately released unharmed; EXCEPT that steelhead with dorsal fins in excess of 2 inches

in height, or stesihead which have been marked by clipping the adipose firt, as evidenced by a heaied scar may

be retained in possession between the Washington-ldaho state line and Redbird Creek (16 miles upstream from

Lawiston on the idaho shore) from November 15 through December 31 and between Wiid Sheep Rapids (6

miles downstream from Hells Canyon Dam) and Hells Canyon Dam during the entire season. [t shall be untawful

to fish for steelhead in thesa waters with a barbed hook during the time period when the 2-inch dorsal fin height
restriction applies. Bending the barb down to the shank of a single, double, or treble hook is sufficient to meet
this gear restrictian.

It shail be unlawful to possess any steeihead with a freshly-cut or muitilated dorsal fin or adipose fin. It shall

ba unlawful to fish for steethead from a boat for 150 yards immediately downstream from Heils Canyon Dam.

CLEARWATER RIVER - From the posted boundary at the confluence with the Snake River upstream lo the
Clearwater River Bridge at Orafino - October 13 through December 31, EXCEPT that fishing from the shoreline
along the perimeter of Dworshak National Fish Hatchery is CLOSED FOR ALL SPECIES. STEELHEAD LIMIT - 2 per
day, 4 in possession, and 10 per season.

Fram the Clearwater River Bridge at Orofino upstream to a posted line at the mouth of the South Fork Clearwater
River - October 13 through December 31. Fishing from raft or boat with motor attached is prohibited. STEEL-
HEAD LIMIT - 2 per day, 2 in possession, and 4 per season.

CLEARWATER RIVER, NORTH FORK - From the mouth upstream to 100 yards beiow Dworshak Dam. October
13 through December 31, EXCEPT that fishing from the shorsiine aiong the perimeter of Dworshak National Fish
Hatchery is CLOSED FOR ALL SPECIES and fishing from a boat is prohibited between the mouth and Ahsahka
Highway Bridgge. STEELHEAD LIMIT - 2 per day, 4 in posssssion, and 10 per season.

CLEARWATER HIVER, SOUTH FORK - From the mouth upstream to Hungry Ridge Road Bridge near mile post 18
-October 13 through December 31. STEELHEAD LIMIT - 2 per day, 2 in posaession, and 4 per season.

CATCH-AND-RELEASE FISHING FOR STEELHEAD - Except for the Middle Fork Saimon River and its tributaries
- it is legal 10 fish for steelhead on a catch-and-release basis in any water open to fishing for other species provided
that only artificial lures or flias with single barbless hooks are permitted when fishing for steeihead and all steelhead
caught are immediately reieased unharmed. A valid steeihead parmit is required when catch-and-reiease fishing for
steelhead.

NOTE: Daily bag, possession and season limits for the Snake, Salmon, and Clearwater rivers shail not be construed
as cumulative limits. An angler may take a total of 10 steeihead during the fall 1985 season, provided that the bag,
possession, or season limits on any individual rivar saction are not exceeded.

Figure 5. Idaho 1985 fall steelhead seasons and regulations. 13



Table 4. Estimated number of days fished, and number of steelhead kept or
released during Idaho's 1985 spring and fall steelhead season.

Spring season Fall season Total
Number of days fished 61,972 176,324 238,296
Number of steelhead
caught and released 9,180 26,873 36,0563
Number of steelhead
caught and kept 13,642 20,722 34,364
14
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Table 5. Estimated harvest of steelhead by month from sections of Idaho streams, 1985.

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Spring Total Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Fall Unknown Fall Total Year Total

Lower Clearwater 1,518 2,033 4,596 a0l 8,948 14 2,535 2,078 1,299 243 6,169 15,117
Upper Clearwater 67 80 217 7 495 0 o 67 433 27 527 1,022
North Fork Clearwater 138 116 828 828 1,910 14 147 13 21 0 215 2,125
Middle Fork Clearwater -- -- 8 i7 25 i} 0 0 0 0 1] 25
South Fork Clearwater --= 17 210 57 284 0 0 0 0 _29 29 313
Subtotal 1,723 2,246 5,919 1,774 11,662 28 2,682 2,178 1,783 299 6,940 18,602

i
Lower Snake 326 259 151 44 780 167 530 743 387 54 1,881 2,661
Upper Snake 57 97 8 183 0 297 267 151 40 755 948
Subtotal 3a3 290 248 52 973 167 827 1,010 538 94 2,636 o 3,609
Salmon River Sec. 1 178 84 26 8 296 119 121 311 96 43 1,290 1,586
2 44 62 62 22 190 114 233 187 64 86 684 874
3 17 4 35 -- 56 205 843 454 71 29 1,602 1,658
4 4 8 30 - 42 0 450 576 329 0 1,355 1,397
5 13 110 125 ) 256 265 2,701 1,945 220 126 5,257 5,513
6 13 17 125 - 155 0 154 201 0 29 384 539
7 -- 4 4 4 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 12
8§ - = = = 9 _6 _o_ 9o _0 _e 0 0
Subtotal 269 289 407 42 1,007 ~703 5,102 3,674 780 313 10,572 11,579
Boise River 0 0 0 0 g 0 100 188 _ 152 134 574 574
Statewide Total 2,375 2,825 6,574 1,868 13,642 898 8,711 7,050 3,223 840 20,722 34,364
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August 1 to July 31).

Table 6. Estimated steelhead harvest by fish run year, 1976-85 (fish run year is calculated from

Fish run year

Stream or section 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80 80-81 81-82 82-83 83-84 84-85
Salmon-1 627 837 C.S. 340 663 1,281 1,583 1,457 1,358
Salmon-2 353 1,039 C.S. 257 512 879 962 910 730
Salmon-3 354 1,055 C.S. 342 1,339 1,715 1,004 877 470
Salmon-4 710 1,718 C.S. 548 1,348 1,781 1,656 1,863 888
Salmon-5 711 2,886 162 1,024 2,670 3,165 5,991 9,586 2,327
Salmon-6 91 130 136 124 679 600 1,591 2,822 407
Salmon-7 25 12 C.S. 8 25 41 156 621 48
Salmon-8 12 40 c.s. ~ C.S. C.S. C.S. 305 629 108
Saimon unknown NA NA 12 168 230 303 NA  NA NA
Salmon total 2,883 7,717 310 2,811 7,466 9,765 13,248 18,765 6,336
S.F. Salmon C.S. C.S. c.S C.S C.S. C.S c.S C.S. C.S
M.F. Salmon C.S. C.S. C.S C.S C.S. C.S C.S C.S. C.S
Other Salmon tribs. C.S. C.S. C.S C.S C.S. C.S C.S C.S. C.S
Lower Clearwater C.S. NA 1,921 -- 3,523 354 9,218 6,165 18,024
Upper Clearwater C.S. NA 253 -- 156 31 1,402 687 1,233
Clearwater unknown NA NA 125 -- 217 12 0 0 NA
N.F. Clearwater 0 NA 484 -- 256 144 1,201 414 2,216
M.F. Clearwater 0 0 C.S. -- C.S. C.S. C.S. C.S 25
Other Clearwater tribs. 0 0 C.S. -~ €S5. C.S. _C.S5. C.S 284P
Clearwater total 0 14,1578 2,783 C.S 4,152 541 11,821 7,266 21,782
Lower Snake ' 96 NA C.S. 17 358 484 1,535 1,024 3,319
Upper Snake _50 NA .S. / 100 126 1,308 1,046 553
Snake total 146 NA 0 24 458 610 2,843 2,070 3,872
Unknown streams 66 50 3 4 NA NA NA NA NA
STATE TOTALS 3,095 21,924 3,096 2,839 12,076 10,916 27,912 28,101 31,990

AIncludes mainstem Clearwater and North Fork Clearwater.
C.5.denotes closed season.

NAdenotes data not available
bsouth Fork Clearwater River.



Table 7. Estimated 1985 fishing pressure (angler days) for steelhead by river
section, ldaho.

River section Spring season Fall season Total
Lower Clearwater 3,707 35,788 67,495
Upper Clearwater 3,502 683 4,185
North Fork Clearwater 6,595 1,802 8,397
Middle Fork Clearwater 84 0 84
South Fork Clearwater 2,145 - 450 2,595

Clearwater subtotai 44,033 38,723 82,756
Lower Snake 3,753 16,324 20,077
Upper Snake 1,401 5,773 71,174

Snake subtotal 5,154 22,097 27,251
Salmon 1 1,611 13,445 15,056
Salmon 2 2,389 9,793 12,182
Salmon 3 643 15,734 16,377
Saimon 4 769 11,761 12,530
Salmon 5 3,605 48,177 51,782
Salmon 6 3,067 7,700 10,767
Salmon 7 523 1,448 1,97
Salmon 8 178 - - 670 848

Salmon R. subtotal 12,785 108,728 121,513
LIttie Salmon River 0 308 308
North Fork Salmon Rlver 0 195 195
Boise Rlver 0 6,273 6,273

TOTAL 61,972 176,324 238,296

17



Table 8. Estimated number of steelhead trout caught and released by river
section, 1985 spring and fall seasons, Idaho.

Estimated number of steelhead trout caught and released

Stream section Spring Fall Total
Lower Clearwater : 5,251 7,332 12,583
Upper Clearwater 465 200 665
North Fork Clearwater 339 _ 709 1,048
Middle Fork Clearwater 13 200 213
South Fork Clearwater 44 0 44
Subtotal Clearwater 6,112 8,441 14,553
Lower Snake River 474 3,896 4,370
Upper Snake River 237 906 1,143
Subtotal Snake 711 4,802 5,513
Salmon Section 1 680 1,788 2,468
Salmon Section 2 349 794 1,143
Salmon Section 3 97 2,342 2,438
Salmon Section 4 151 1,826 1,977
Salmon Section & 643 6,237 6,880
Salmon Section 6 420 320 740
Salmon Section 7 4 0 4
Salmon Section 8 13 101 114
Subtotal Salmon 2,357 13,408 15,765
Boise River 0 222 222
TOTAL 9,180 26,873 36,053
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